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LIVING INTO GOD’S WELCOME:
Welcoming God’s Work In Our Lives

Pastor’s Corner
Living into God’s Welcome: Welcoming God's Work in Our Lives
Sunday, September 13 is God’s Work Our Hands Sunday – a day when across the ELCA congregations participate
in service activities, celebrating that God works through us. This call, “God’s work, our hands” ties our actions with
our faith – and we need both.
As a community of action, we are called to center ourselves in God, so that our actions may be faithful, and that our
service may rendered with the love of Christ. As people of faith, this is the Lutheran reminder to “pray with our feet”
as Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel so beautifully spoke after his participation in the Civil Rights march from Selma.
Ground Yourself in Faith
As our energies refocus for the new school year, we are invited to deepen our practice of being God’s hands: join us
in worship on Facebook on Sundays at 9:30am. Then avail yourself of opportunities to grow your faith in
conversation with fellow Christ-followers:
• Children’s Ministries (beginning September 20) PreK-1st Grade: 10:30am 2nd – 4th Grade 11:00am
5th grade – 10:15am Sundays on Zoom
• Middle School Ministries/Confirmation - (beginning Sept. 20) – 11:00am Sundays on Zoom
• SLY (Saint Luke Youth) High School Ministries – (beginning Sept. 20) 11am Sundays on Zoom
• Adult Education – (beginning Sept. 9) Wednesdays at 7-8pm.
Live out the Love of God in Service
Whether you serve as a Sunday School teacher, in St. Luke’s garden, whether you advocate for justice, help people
to vote, take part in a food pantry distribution, or call people you miss seeing, or mail a card to a homebound friend –
join us in serving as God’s hands for the blessing of the wider world! For inspiration, check out the good work of St.
Luke’s own Olive Babb, who sold her belongings and gave the proceeds to Community Table Food Pantry. God’s
work, our hands. Let’s go!
In Christ,
Pastor Beth

Worship Survey Summer 2020
We will continue to provide Sunday services on Facebook at 9:30am. In addition:
• Would you be comfortable attending an outdoors, physically-distanced worship service
where everyone wears a mask? (This would also be live streamed on the internet for those
unable to attend in person.)
Yes

No

• If so, would you prefer:
1) Thursday 5:30pm,

2) Saturday 5:30pm,

3) Sunday 5:30pm?

• Contact tracing is required: Would you be OK leaving an attendance record?
Yes

No

• If you would be unable to physically attend a gathering where Communion was shared,
would you want Communion bread brought to your home and shared with you in a safe
manner? (If so, please put your name, contact number, and # of people who would be
receiving Communion)
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
• (Optional) Are there any particulars about a service you would feel safe and eager to attend?
Please return by: September 15, 2020! Thank you!
REOPENING TASK FORCE SURVEY -- THE ONLINE EDITION.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8GJSLF5

WORSHIP
Livestreaming Sunday Worship Services
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, St. Luke has been
livestreaming and posting prerecorded video worship
services of the 9:30am Sunday worship on our Facebook
page. John Kresl has been working with the pastors, Dan
Hibbett, Joe Gantt, Gerry Reese, and individual musicians
to assemble and edit prerecorded audio/video clips of the
various elements of our worship services which are now
available for viewing on the St. Luke website by clicking
on the Facebook icon. We want to thank all of our families
(parents and children) and adults who have led in the
Prayers of the People and the Gospel Acclamations,
including musical refrains for you to sing along with while
watching from home. We welcome back our organist, Tom
Skyler, who has begun recording solo organ selections for
use as preludes and postludes in addition to Molly
Wheeler’s piano solos. Gerry Reese is working with John
Kresl to create a master DVD of these broadcasts which
can be copied and given to seniors and shut-ins who don’t
have access to the internet. If you would like a copy,
please call or email Leslie in the church office so that we
can have them available for pick up or delivery by our
visitation team or pastors.
We have now completed our first virtual choir project
of the anthem “Let Us Pray for Peace” to be included
in our Kick-Off Sunday service on September 13! Jim
Steele has been serving as our project manager and
audio editor. He has compiled all the individual recordings
into a master audio track, synching and balancing them to
create a blended choral sound. We are now in the process
of creating our second virtual choir video for this fall. We
will continue to incorporate prerecorded choir anthems
from past ‘Musical Reflections” concerts and worship
services into our Sunday morning Facebook worship
broadcasts as appropriate.
Plans for outdoor gatherings on the Shalom lawn this
fall are in process. These would include the use of
handbells and percussion instruments (marimbas and
drums) as musical elements. More information will be
forthcoming as plans are approved by the church council.
At our August meeting, our St. Luke Congregational
Council voted to approve the guidelines created by the
Reopening Task Force for gatherings (including
worship) and building usage for St. Luke ministries and
for community groups. These guidelines follow the
directives of the CDC and of state, county, and local
health authorities. At this same meeting, our Council
highlighted core congregational values: inclusivity and
love for our neighbor. Because there is currently no way
that we can physically gather and safely include
everyone, we will continue our worship via electronic
means.

However, our work in planning for in-person worship
continues. We will be sending out a survey to hear from
you about your level of comfort with outdoor worship and
with your openness to receiving Communion. Thank
you in advance for completing the survey and returning
it to us!
When will we reopen? We do not know. As Covid-19
continues to surge, we continue to be Church in ways
that do not put one another and the wider community at
risk. Large worship service gatherings may be many
months away.
How will we reopen? We will move gradually through
several seasons: 1) all gatherings online, 2) small group
physical gatherings (still utilizing masks, physical
distancing and good hygiene) combined with online
worship and connection, and 3) larger group gatherings.
These seasons will be in accordance with the guidance
put forth by the CDC and the State of Oregon.
Why don’t we just gather in spite of our state
ordinances? While it may be Godly for a Christian to
put their own life at risk for the sake of the Gospel and
the love of neighbor, to knowingly put others at risk of
deadly illness in order for us to be physically together –
especially when we have the capability of connecting
and sharing the Gospel using other means – is grounded
more in our own desires than in the love of Christ for our
neighbor.
Jesus repeatedly calls upon his followers to choose to
sacrifice, to suffer, and to serve others out of love. Paul
reminds us that, “Remember that while all things may be
lawful for you, not all things are beneficial. Nor do all
things build up the body of Christ.” (1 Corinthians 6:12,
10:23)
In light of the Covid-19 pandemic, the St. Luke offices
and all St. Luke buildings are closed. Should you need
to stop by the campus, please call or email ahead of time
to arrange a time. St. Luke leadership continues to
follow the directives of our state and local authorities in
regards to Stay Home and physical distancing.
Worship in September – Facebook Live at 9:30am
Special Services:
Rally Day, Sunday September 13
~ God’s Work, Our Hands
Sunday School Drive-by Parade: 11:00-12:30!
Confirmation Sunday, September. 27
~ during the 9:30 online services.
Prayer Pause with Pastor Beth is 4:00-4:30pm on
Wednesdays via Facebook Live.
►Join us on the St. Luke Facebook page.

CONNECT
CONNECTING ONLINE:
As we continue to worship remotely and utilize tools to
enhance our communications, such as Facebook and
our St. Luke website, we call your attention to our Twitter
and Instagram accounts.
For Twitter:
Follow St. Luke Lutheran Church at @StLuke_Church
Right now, you may amplify our daily devotions with
the links that are provided in our Twitter feed. It's easy
and it shows more about who we are as a congregation
with daily lay and pastoral messages we can share.
For Instagram:
Find us at st_luke_portland
This is a wonderful way to share photos and comment
on them, as well as sharing the photos as part of your
story.
#GodsWorkOurHands
#WorshipConnectServe
#FindStLukeLutheranAndFollowUs2020
Coffee Time: September Edition
Gather for fellowship and discussion related to the
sermon or for a special update or event.
Special Coffee Time Dates:
►September 20 – update from RIC Team
►September 27 – Confirmation Students/Families
►Zoom Info:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81004702265?pwd=b0daM2c3
OWJpOSttUE1CUDhOV0tSUT09
Meeting ID: 810 0470 2265
Passcode: 712207
ADULT EDUCATION
“Spiritual Grounding in Chaotic Times”
Wednesdays in September, beginning 9/9, 7– 8pm
Join Pr. Patti via ZOOM for this Wednesday evening
series as we explore how we can strengthen our spiritual
resilience when we feel unnerved and isolated. What
grounding practices can we incorporate into our religious
disciplines to help balance us? While we may have to
physically distance ourselves from each other, how do
we use this time to move towards connection and
intimacy re-ordering ourselves to the Christ-Light within
us?
In this series, spiritual practices including contemplative
prayer, guided meditation, and mindfulness will be
offered. Together, we will learn from ancient and
contemporary teachers including Julian of Norwich,
Howard Thurman, the Desert Mothers and Fathers, and
Cynthia Bourgeault. For more information please
contact Pastor Welch at pastorpatti@stlukechurch.com.

Community Conversations Around Race:
Saturdays, September 12, 26
Join us to discuss critical issues around race and how
these impact us all. Facilitated by St. Luke member
Bing Swigart.
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85912685293?pwd=K3NzcTZKY
UZYdEx6M2xSRmxtb msvUT09

Meeting ID: 859 1268 5293
Passcode: 983763
Anti-Racism Book Study:
“White Fragility”, Robin Diangelo
Tuesdays, 4-5pm ~ September 1,15, 29
Homework for August Chapters 5 and 6
Zoom Link for the study:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86994610260?pwd=VnRMRml
uWHl2cDAwd2RxOVNxUENPUT09
• Meeting ID: 869 9461 0260
• Password: 750263
Synod Day of Learning: Saturday, September 19!
“Liberating our Inner Stories”
For more information, see our Synod website:
http://oregonsynod.org/index.php/calendar/synodlearning-day/
Bible Studies:
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: Mondays at 11am
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/6169686873?pwd=V3J6c25tYj
NKTUFWVktYd1UvK2NNdz09
Meeting ID: 616 968 6873
Passcode: Sunshine
The Men’s Bible Study focus this Summer and early Fall is
on "Lament and Hope: A Pan-African Devotional
Guide Commemorating the 2019 Quad-Centennial of
the Forced Transatlantic Voyage of Enslaved Black
Peoples to Jamestown, Virginia, U.S.A. Devotional
guide, available at no cost as a downloadable pdf from
Bread for the World, Please join us!

Women’s Bible Study: Tuesdays at 8am
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://zoom.us/j/501766676?pwd=N1RKSTRTRU96N
DdzeE9Ga2ZDeUpMQT09
Meeting ID: 501 766 676
Password: 378366
Second Sunday Book Group:
September 13 ~ “Educated” , Tara Westover.
October 11th ~ “Born A Crime”

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ST. LUKE COMMUNITY:
As we learn to connect in new ways, one such way is
through sharing parts of our faith stories. Each month,
St. Luke's Messenger will feature a different member
sharing about God's call on their life.

Thoughts on Faith
I have always loved the beginning of a new school year.
I’ve headed back to the classroom in some capacity
every September since I was three, except for the
handful of years I was home with our babies. That’s fifty
years of going back to school! As a teacher, this annual
return to the classroom brings with it a sense of
optimism; the exhilarating anticipation of a fresh start.
Rested and renewed, I’m eager to get rid of things that
aren’t working well and to implement new ideas and
strategies. I’m ready to embrace children and their
families with energy and enthusiasm. What a blessing!
When I reflect back on my journey toward becoming a
teacher, to the years when I was imagining what my
future would look like, I remember a conversation I had
with my dad. I was in my early twenties and he was
encouraging me to write out a five to ten-year plan: a list
of my goals and a breakdown of the steps I would take
to accomplish them. I had a hard time wrapping my brain
around that. Not that it isn’t a solid approach - it worked
amazingly well for him! But when I tried it, all I came up
with was, “In the next five to ten years I hope to be doing
whatever it is that I’m meant to be doing.” This approach
to winning at life seemed flimsy at best.

It was during my years with the Hosanna Choir that I met
Judy Willis, who was directing the Timbrel choir. We
became friends and it was this relationship that led her
to invite me to join the SLY team. I didn’t know anything
about working with high school kids, but I prayed and
waited and waited and prayed. To my surprise, I was
compelled to accept her invitation and that leap of faith
led to 13 years of life-changing relationships and
experiences.
As a young twenty-something, I couldn't have planned
ahead for these things, and yet my life is so much richer
for having embraced them!
Now I find myself in September 2020 - definitely NOT
my typical, eagerly anticipated back-to-school situation.
My school is closed. There is no job to go to, and the
nursery program I was so excited to start here at St.
Luke is on hold. For the first time in 20 years, my own
children are both away at college. There is great
upheaval and uncertainty in our nation and throughout
the world. I don’t have a solid plan for next week, let
alone the next five to ten years. But if the past has taught
me anything, it’s that I don’t have to have a perfect plan.
Admittedly, some days are easier than others, and I long
for a clear path forward. Even so, I’m committed to
patiently waiting to see what God has in store. And like
I did all those years ago, I will have faith that the future
will unfold exactly the way it’s meant to. My job is to be
ready.

All these years later, I think what I was trying to articulate
was the process of faithful discernment; the deep
conviction that comes from God via the Holy Spirit
through prayer and meditation. And I’ve come to realize
that as an approach to winning at life, it holds up pretty
well. It’s guided me through a very rewarding career and
through every other facet of my life thus far - including
these past 18 years at St. Luke.
Faithful discernment brought our family to this
congregation and led me to teach the 2-year-old Sunday
School class and help with VBS. It was through these
activities that my husband and I met other couples with
young children who have become treasured life-long
friends.
A few years later, faithful discernment interrupted my
plans to politely decline Dan Hibbett’s invitation to direct
the Hosanna Choir. Had I turned that down, I would have
missed the opportunity to know and work with Cindy
Christiansen. She taught me so many things about
singing with young children - knowledge I used long after
my years with the choir were over! I would have also
missed getting to work with wonderful children and
families (many of whom, unbeknownst to me, would
reappear a few years later in SLY).

Lisa Sickler
St. Luke member, former SLY teacher, future
nursery coordinator ……!

SERVE

GRAUER BACK TO SCHOOL PROJECT UPDATE!
The Grauer Team has been hard at work to determine
how we can still serve our neighborhood schools and
students even though we were unable to hold our annual
event this summer. This team is so dedicated and would
like to do the most we can for those children who would
have come to us to get ready for school.
Phase one of our plan is distributing backpacks filled
with school supplies. Team members have reached out
to the principals of all Wilson cluster schools and let
them know about the backpacks we have available for
their students who are in need. We had a tremendous
response!! In late August over 350 backpacks were
delivered to elementary and middle schools as well as
Wilson High School. The request was large enough that
we purchased more backpacks to meet the need! The
team will continue to meet throughout the fall to
determine how we might distribute coats before winter.
What a hardworking and dedicated team! Many thanks
go to Heather Erwin, Tai Dustan, Jocelyn Grauer,
Kristen Grauer, Terry Kenny, Sue Ramus, Sarah
Snowden, Joan Frazer, Karen Stabeno, Nancy
Tieman, Leon Stock, Philip Erwin, Patti Huntting and
Peggy Telyea!
Judy Willis
Service Coordinator

YARD SALE
Our family had a yard sale. We let people know the
money would be donated to Community Table.
Most of it was my old stuff; toys and stuffed animals.
There was one red dragon, named Glittery, that I
wasn’t sure I wanted to give away. But then I saw
a little boy take Glittery. His family bought some
other stuff; my old wardrobe and a globe. The
whole time he never let go of Glittery. That’s when
I knew I had made the right decision.
Another little boy came and took Wablue, a blow-up
blue dog. He tried to walk home with Wablue, not
wanting to wait for his mom to show up with the car.
That made me feel good too.
Everything was only 25 cents or $1. But when
people heard that we were donating the money,
most people donated more than they were asked.
We ended up raising $94 for Community Table in
two days and made a lot of people happy.
The yard sale reminded me of the story of the 5
loaves and 2 fishes. People were afraid to share.
But when a few people shared, then everyone
shared and all were fed.
~ Olive Babb, St. Luke member

NW PILOT PROJECT “PICNIC”

David Medford: parkereu@aol.com or (503)244-6615

Help Grow Food For Our Community
Glady’s Garden could use some helping hands. This is
a great outside outlet for the whole household! Glady’s
Garden is an organic, educational, garden on St. Luke
property that provides produce for St. Luke’s food box
distribution.. Only one family scheduled per day.

In lieu of the traditional summer picnic on site at St.
Luke during the Covid 19 pandemic of 2020 our
visitors received goodie bags! Homemade sanitizer
complements of our MSM families!

Bring your produce to share!
If you have extra garden produce, we would love for
you to share it with our Community Table guests! Our
next drive through distribution is Saturday, August 29th.
If you have produce you would like to contribute, please
contact Judy Willis to coordinate a time to drop it off at
St. Luke before Saturday
judy@stlukechurch.com
Our Telephone Barrage Ministry continues to reach
out to members who are not part of small group
ministries. Thanks to everyone taking part in the St.
Luke-wide phone call initiative: anyone who is in a small
group/ministry area is connected through that
group. Much thanks for your work in helping us to
stay connected!
Encourage people to vote!
Write letters to unregistered and low-propensity voters
encouraging them to participate in our democracy. The
Vote Forward organization pre-prints letters with the
name and address of each recipient and a space for a
heartfelt
note.
Contact
Cathy
Spofford
at
cspof1@gmail.com for letters to send. If you are able,
please provide your own stamps
Thanks to Marsha Swantz for leading this project.!

CHRISTMAS IN SEPTEMBER
Annual Food Drive for the Northeast Emergency
Food Program (NEFP)
Drop off: Tuesday - Friday, 9:30 - 4:00pm
Location: Narthex patio
►Choose one or more items from the Christmas
in September tree found in the church
messenger or weekly updates. Purchase the
item(s) and put them in a reusable grocery bag.
►Most needed are ready to eat food items and
hygiene products.
►Bring your bagged items to the church on any
Tuesday through Friday from 9:30-4 p.m.
►Place them in the wooden crate under the
overhang of the main entrance to the church.
►Checks made out to NEFP or cash: place in the
lockbox located outside the office door.
► All donations will be delivered to NEFP on
October 1. Thank you for helping us serve our
NE neighbors!
Did you know?
The original Northeast Emergency Food Program
(NEFP) was in the old parsonage at Redeemer
Lutheran on Killingsworth. It was home to Peter &
John Jessen, while their father was the pastor
there.
*1984, NEFP made a financial request, but was
denied because St. Luke had its own Food Pantry
at the time. This request may have come from
Harry Flesher, who volunteered for over 25 years at
NEFP tending to their vegetable garden that Harry’s
daughter, Kristin Le Mon, remembers, “Was where
we could go pick some greens to add to clients’ food
baskets.” He also built shelving in the basement,
stuffed and delivered boxes, and greeted clients
with his big friendly smile.
*1993, Father Kennedy, NEFP’s director, reported
that they were serving 8,000 clients a year and
provided enough food for three days only. Financial
support, volunteers, and food donations were
needed. Social Concerns gave $465 that first year.

*1996, we joined the Christmas in July program
along with many other congregations. Paper
“ornaments” were placed on a Christmas tree with
the most needed items for the program. The
ornaments were then picked off the tree, and items
were returned to the church. Anne Barker, youth
director, coordinated that gathering. This one
month gathering has averaged 2,000 pounds each
year since, as well as cash donations.
*2000, NEFP met a goal to purchase a walk-in
cooler. Our Men's Bible group poured a cement pad
for the compressor to run the cooler and freezers,
(funds were provided by Social Concerns).
*2011, NEFP moved to Luther Memorial Lutheran
on NE 72nd. The move provided increased space
to allow clients to walk through the “store” and shop.
*2020, NEFP averages over 6,000 individuals a
month. Since the COVID-19 lockdown, 47,00050,000 individuals have been served monthly. In
order to handle this ten-fold increase, staffing has
increased. Oregon Food Bank has been providing
two staffers. Also, two temporary employees have
been added from funds from local Presbyterian
churches. That funding ends in September. Your
Social Concerns Committee approved an additional
$5,000 from benevolence, $6,400 was already
given in April, and pledged $10,000 of the Benson
Trust to continue to fund those two positions!
NEFP provides an opportunity for volunteer
teams from St. Luke to stock shelves and/or
assist clients go through the "store” each
month. Contact Judy Willis, if you would like to
volunteer.
St. Luke has provided NEFP thousands of
volunteer hours, as well as, over $75,000 over
the nearly 30 years of partnership of serving
with our NE neighbors.

NEFP TREE
(see next page)

Choose one or more items

Ramen

from the tree to purchase
Cash for NEFP

and bring to them the
church in a reusable bag on
Tuesday’s-Friday’s from

Laundry Soap

9:30-4 p.m.
Pet Food

10# Bag of Rice

Cans of Tuna

Vegetable Oil

Hand Sanitizer

Place your bagged items in the
wooden crate outside the main
church entrance.
Place your checks or cash in an
enveloped marked “Christmas in
September and put them in the
locked mailbox outside the office
door.
Thank you for your support of NEFP

Personal Hygiene Items:
Hand Soap, Deodorant
Canned Salmon
Checks made out to NEFP

Toilet Paper

Toothpaste &/or toothbrushes
Single Serve Snacks or Chips
Feminine Hygiene Products

10# Bag of Beans

Mac’ n’ Cheese
Soups

Christmas in September

SOCIAL CONCERNS COMMITTEE REPORT
In response to a request in early June for scholarship
support from Lessie Williams, former coordinator of
the Johnson Family Memorial Scholarship at Highland
Christian Center, and following research and
discussion regarding how we might structure such a
gift in the context of our 35+ years of congregational
support of the Scholarship, the Committee agreed
unanimously to provide a benevolence gift of $5,000
this year. That check has been written c/o Highland
Haven, the 501c3 non-profit associated with Highland
Christian Center. Please view the Johnson Family
Memorial Scholarship at the Highland website, as it
provides a history of the Scholarship, members of the
Highland Christian Center 2020 high school graduates
(and recent university graduate), and a giving tab.
Andrew Ross represents St. Luke on that Scholarship
Committee.

NEFP has experienced a tenfold increase in clients this
year and follows CDC and OHA guidelines for food
distribution.

The Social Concerns Committee also used funds from
congregational benevolence for the following partner
non-profits which were paid a portion of their pledges
in June:

Kudos to the volunteer leadership with the Grauer
Back-to-School Project for the delivery of backpacks
to school principals for distribution to students in need
in the Wilson cluster, as well as their plans for further
distribution of coats, shoes, and other clothing and
supplies this fall in ways yet to be determined in
collaboration with schools.

$1000 – Northwest Pilot Project
$1000 – Letty Owings Center
$1000 – West Women’s and Children’s Center
These initial payments are being made toward planned
annual benevolence giving of $3200 for each of these
partner non-profits. These amounts represent 20%
reductions from last year in these annual pledges.
In response to a Council request on July 14, our
Committee recommended a benevolence gift to an
Oregon Food Bank community partner, Mudbone
Grown -a Black owned, Portland area farm, “working
to cultivate land ownership, teach farming and food
production, and build community.”
That gift was one of three made on behalf of the St.
Luke congregation by Church Council using one
month of designated Oregon Synod benevolence:
$1,500.00 to Mudbone Grown
$1,000.00 to Word is Bond, Portland
$1,000.00 to the Center for Diversity and the
Environment.
Additionally, in response to a July request for
assistance from Northeast Emergency Food Program
for financial support of part time employees for the
months of October-December 2020, our Committee
pledged $5000 on behalf of St. Luke, to be paid in
September. Furthermore, having learned from the
Trust Committee of the anticipated Benson Family
Foundation monies to become available in November,
we also allocated $10,000 from those funds and will
pay the $10,000 balance in November as those monies
become available.

I’m also pleased to report that two former Social
Concerns Committee members have returned to the
Committee for the balance of this calendar year: Ken
Peirce and Alice Mills.
Ken is providing leadership for the Christmas in
September drive to support Northeast Emergency
Food Program; Alice will be conducting follow-up for
the Committee with Jubilee USA.
Further information regarding Christmas in September
will be made through the Weekly Update and other
special notification through the St. Luke website.

Thanks as well to the hard-working members of the
Community Table for their ongoing efforts each month
in providing food boxes in a manner consistent with
CDC and Oregon Health Authority guidelines. Well
done!
And, our special thanks to Judy Willis, not only for her
stellar leadership for fourteen years with the St. Luke
Youth, but also for her continuing leadership as
Volunteer Coordinator for St. Luke.
One final note: a word of thanks to Committee member
Cathy Spofford for her initiation of a Vote Forward
campaign at St. Luke. Contact her: cspof1@gmail.com
to write letters to unregistered and low-propensity
voters encouraging them to participate in our
democracy. The Vote Forward organization pre-prints
letters with the name and address of each recipient
and a space for a heartfelt note.
If you have questions or comments, or would like more
detailed information via our financial report, please
direct them to me via email at mford@lclark.edu.
And, thank you for your faithful giving to St. Luke, a
portion of which is directed to both local and Synod
benevolence.
~ Michael Ford, Chair, Social Concerns Committee

IN THE FAMILY
PRAYERS: David Osenberg (cancer treatment), Jill
Rowland (post-surgery), John Jessen, Barb
Dahlgren, Annette (stroke) and Paul (caregiver),
parents of Kim Weber, Hal Yackley, Daniel Alrick,
Georgann
Dustan,
Gladys
Johnson,
Gary
Hofsommer, Henry Heuer (leukemia), Will Heuer,
Wendy Metz, Bonnie Brunk, Dee Mills, Dottie Inman,
Harry Flesher, Jeremy Eckhardt, and those
incarcerated.
IN MEMORIAM:
Gladys Johnson
2/14/1920 ~ 8/26/2020
Burial: Eugene, Oregon
Scripture readers welcome! Want a way to worship,
serve, and connect at the same time? Sign up to read a
Scripture passage for one of our worship services. In
order to make our volunteer movie editors' work easier,
we appreciate your taking time on Wednesday evening
to prerecord your lesson in the church sanctuary.
Contact: Jan Peterson: jmp77.peterson@gmail.com!
Sign up online:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e48a8aa2fa5fc1
-stluke3
GOD’S PEOPLE PRAYING…...
For prayers in emergency, specific events in
your life (happy or sad) or in any case you feel the
need for others to be praying with you, St. Luke has
Prayer Chains that take phone calls day and night.
The church office or one of our pastors:
503-246-2325
Day calls: (8am ~ 5pm) Rujeanne Anderson
503- 297-2246
Night calls: (after 5pm) Carol Greene
503-245-4189
Calls Are Confidential.

Connect Through Books
The public libraries are closed, but the St. Luke library
is ready for you!
Contact Katie Insalaco:
kinsalaco@gmail.com to check out some good reads.

Conrad Pearson
Erika George
Sidney George
Malia Endres
Mark Jockers
Jane Endres
Jane Gott
Marcia Wehling
Gerry Reese
Kyle Norberg
Lesley Anderson
Jackson Curtin
Vern Johnson
Sonja Fromme
Zach Kresl
Madeline Carpenter
Arlys Chesnutt
Reese Bauer
Debora Babb
Atticus Hurtley
Harrison Reed
Erik Steringer
Rachael Laurence
Betty Burton
Elizabeth Carpenter
Jennifer Donohue
Lily Frasier
Sara Vandehey
Kenneth Soule
Hudson Reed
Morgan Wood
Carol Gibson
Maripat Hensel
Henry Shadbeh
Asher Nelson
Alice Mills
Elizabeth Medford
Kolleen Couch
Kristin Baack

9/1
9/1
9/2
9/2
9/2
9/3
9/3
9/4
9/4
9/5
9/7
9/7
9/8
9/8
9/8
9/9
9/10
9/10
9/12
9/12
9/12
9/13
9/13
9/13
9/13
9/13
9/13
9/14
9/15
9/15
9/16
9/16
9/16
9/16
9/16
9/17
9/17
9/17
9/17

Honey Evans
Lori Osbrink
Sue Ramus
Bonnie Waters
Chuck Pahlmeyer
Bob Steringer
Lori Loehr
Matthew Meuser
Owen Dodson
Katrina Phillips
Rachel Farnstrom
Gayla Ross
Hal Yackley
Julia Pinnell
Cyndy Flock
Isaac Peirce
Krista Orchard
Gaile Baack
Ben Sickler
Marlene Roth
Hayden Schuster
Thatcher Hopp
David Kraby
Jolita Benson
Grayson Bauer
Wyatt Stephens
Jim Van Horn
Chris Ellertson
Shelley Hancey
Riley Erwin
Donna Metz
David Chin
Lukas Vandehey
Meri Alrick
Connor Mann
Craig Farnstrom
Pat Juaire
Olive Babb
Andrew Ross

9/18
9/18
9/18
9/19
9/19
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/20
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/21
9/22
9/22
9/23
9/23
9/24
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/25
9/26
9/26
9/26
9/26
9/26
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/27
9/28
9/29
9/29
9/30
9/30

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
We Are Planning For Fall Classes!

Fall Classes begin Sunday, September 20
Classes are virtual
Zoom invites will be sent weekly
Times:
Pre-K (ages 3+) – 1st grade: 10:30 – 10:50am
2nd – 4th grade: 11:00 – 11:30am
5th grade: 10:15 -11:00am
Children’s Ministry Contact:
Kim Weber: childrensministry@stlukechurch.com

St. Luke Youth NEWS

RALLY DAY PARADE!

On Sunday, September 13th – Kickoff Sunday
for all ages – we will have a drive through
parade at St. Luke! Drive through the St.
Luke parking lot (enter on 45th and California)
and wave to your pastors, church staff and
Sunday teachers! We will be handing out
something to each car that comes by! It has
been a long time since we’ve seen one
another, and it will be so great to get the
chance to wave and shout greetings to each
other – if only for a few minutes!
The drive through parade will happen
between 11:00am and 12:30pm. Come over
anytime during that timeframe and let us see
you and your family!
ZOOM SLY SUNDAY BEGINS SEPTEMBER 20!

We are excited to see every one of you on
Sunday morning, September 20 when we
resume SLY Sunday! SLY will meet by Zoom
each Sunday morning at 11am hosted by
Judy and Lisa! It will be awesome to catch
up with SLY friends, share a few things, learn
a few things and start our week off with
something positive! We plan on seeing YOU
on September 20!

JUNE 20-26, 2021
Probable Summer Service Trip Dates

Portland Parks and Rec is offering outdoor exercise
classes. Our very own Gabriel Park is a host site! FREE
resource for teens ages 14-20, and ages 10-13 can
attend for free if they are accompanied by a paying adult.
Waivers are required, a limit of 20 per class.
https://www.portland.gov/parks/recreation/fitnesspark#toc-pricing

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SEPTEMBER 2020
Please note all meetings/events are virtual

6
14TH SUNDAY AFTERPENTECOST
9:30 Worship
10:30am Coffee Hour

7
Labor Day
Buildings Closed
11:00am
Men’s Bible Study

13
14
15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
11:00am
RALLY DAY!
9:30 Worship
Men’s Bible Study
10:30am Coffee Time
Second Sunday Book Group
11:00am-12:30pm
Drive thru Parade!
20
16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:30am Worship
10:15am 5th grade (in class)
10:30am Coffee Hour: RIC Update
Pre-K (3 years) ~ 1st grade (in class)
11am 2nd ~ 4th grades( in class)
SLY (St. Luke Youth)
27
17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:30 Worship
Confirmands Received
10:15am 5th grade (in class)
10:30am Coffee Hour
Pre-K (3 years) ~ 1st grade (in class)
11am 2nd ~ 4th grades( in class)
SLY (High School)

21
11:00am
Men’s Bible Study

1
2
8:00am
Women: Bible Study
4:00pm Prayer Pause
10:00am Staff Meeting

3

4:00pm White Fragility
7:00 Grauer Meeting
Committee Night
“Christmas in
September” begins!

7:30pm Choir Mtg.

9

10

8:00am
Women: Bible Study

4:00pm Prayer Pause

4:00pm
HS Transition Team Mtg

6:00pm
Finance Committee
15
8:00am
Women: Bible Study

22

17

4:00pm Prayer Pause

4:00pm
HS Transition Team Mtg.

8:00am
Women: Bible Study

29
8:00am
Women: Bible Study

23
4:00pm Prayer Pause
7~8pm
Adult Education

11

12
10:00am
Community Conversation
Around Race

18

19

7:30pm Choir Mtg.

16

4:00pm White Fragility
7~8pm
Book Club
Adult Education

6:30pm Council Mtg.

28
11:00am
Men’s Bible Study

7~8pm
Adult Education

5

4:00pm
HS Transition Team Mtg.

8

10:00am Staff Meeting

4

Synod Day of Learning

7:30pm Choir Mtg.

24

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLES DUE
25

4:00pm
HS Transition Team Mtg.
7:30pm Choir Mtg.

26
10:00am
Community Conversation
Around Race
2:30-5:00pm
Community Table
Food Box Distribution

30
4:00pm Prayer Pause

4:00pm White Fragility 7~8pm
Book Club
Adult Education
“Christmas in
September” ends

Worship † Connect † Serve

