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PASTORS’ CORNER
Manifesting the Kin-dom of God
A United Mission
“For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall,
that is, the hostility between us.” ~ Ephesians 2:14
We kick off July celebrating the Independence Day of the United States of America. Had each state in the Union
decided to simply do its own thing and forego collaboration, we might still be part of the British Empire today: the states
had to do together what no state could do alone.
Unity is a theme in our scriptures this month, too. Ephesians acknowledges the profound differences between
people, and yet speaks of Christ uniting disparate groups of people (in this case Jewish and Gentile people). In
Mark’s Gospel, Jesus sends his disciples out to minister, he sends them out in pairs: to people – at times two very
different people – united under a common mission: the work of God, which includes the building of community with
people from all walks of life, cannot be done solo.
How might we walk and serve together in the fellowship of Christ?
Blessings,
Beth

July Highlights:
First Communion Classes
Midsummer Night Events at St Luke
DETAILS INSIDE!

SLY: UPDATE
It is with great joy and thanksgiving to announce that
Beckah Selnick has agreed to serve in a part-time
capacity as Interim High School Youth Coordinator.
Beckah is familiar with SLY having joined the team in the
fall of 2020.
She recently shared, "I was invited to be with SLY,
virtually, every Sunday during this past year. The time I
spent with this group of young people was incredibly life
giving. St. Luke should be so proud of the space that has
been created for high schoolers. I look forward to holding
this space in the interim and continuing to grow in the life
of this program."
Beckah grew up in Ohio and attended John Carroll
University where she studied religion. After college, she
served in the Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM)
program through the ELCA. She spent her year in Bath,
England. Beckah and her husband, Michael, also served
as ELCA missionaries in the Slovak Republic teaching
at an English Language High School.
Beckah studied comedy writing at the Second City
Chicago Training Center, the iO Chicago Training
center, and the Annoyance Theatre in Chicago.
Currently, she is the host and creator of the PK/PK
Podcast. You can find her published writing online
at Harness Magazine, Living Lutheran, Designing
Stories for the Web, and Café Magazine. Her first
children’s book will be released in Fall 2022 through
Beaming Books.
Beckah and Michael moved to Portland in September of
2018 and welcomed their son Jonah that November. All
three have been members of St. Luke since June 2019.
The staff at St. Luke look forward to working with Beckah
and know she will offer strong and effective leadership
for our high school youth!

Job Opportunity!
Spread the word that St. Luke is actively seeking to
fill a part-time High School Youth Coordinator
position. For a complete job description go to
www.stlukechurch.com and scroll to the bottom of
the page. Click on Quick Links where you will find
Job Opportunities.

WORSHIP
In-Person Worship
Join us live for worship on Sundays at 9:30am in
one of two ways:

●In-person (with Holy Communion) is currently limited
to 60 people. Please sign up using the link below or
contact Cindy Gibbon at 503-880-5502.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f044da9a72ca3f
e3-sunday2
●Livestreamed on Facebook. You can access via
St. Luke's website by clicking on the "Worship" tab
near the top, then "our Facebook Page" along the
right side.)
(with Holy Communion (capped at 60 people)
or contact: Cindy Gibbon at 503-880-5502
Sunday mornings – 9:30am in-person and livestreamed
on Facebook. Available on FB and YouTube beginning
on Sunday afternoon!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044DA9A72CA3
FE3-sunday2
Want Communion but can’t make it to in-person
worship? We will extend the Table in two ways:
●Drive up Communion (bread/wine) is available on
the narthex patio Sundays from 10:45-11:15am.
●Communion can be brought to your door:
contact Jane Chan at 503-380-8115 to have
Communion delivered to you.

St. Luke Mask Statement:
Because of our desire to welcome all people —
vaccinated and unvaccinated alike — and because
many in our community are not yet able to be
vaccinated, St. Luke Council and staff are requiring that
all who participate in indoor gatherings on the St. Luke
campus continue to mask and practice physical
distancing. This is to make our gatherings as safe as
possible for all people.
St. Luke strongly encourages all people to be
vaccinated: should you need assistance in getting
vaccinated, call the office to receive support from our
vaccination ministry.

Opportunities to Serve in Worship.
●Set-up and clean-up Communion!
Help us share in Christ’s supper by setting up the
Communion elements and cleaning up afterward.
To learn more and to sign up, contact Melody
Drangstveit: melody.drangstveit@gmail.com
You need not attend worship to set- up and clean-up
Communion, although we would love to have you. If
you do plan to attend, please sign up.
●Ushers – a combination ministry of hospitality and
safety: help people to feel welcome and safe by
guiding them through worship and helping them to
honor our safety protocol. contact: Tom Ludwig
tom@twigconsulting.com
●Readers: share the sacred Story of our faith and read
one of our lessons in our in-person worship service.
(Please remember to sign up to attend worship!)

Altar Flowers!
Gift the beautiful altar flowers on Sunday. You may sign
up to sponsor the entire arrangement at the full cost of $90
OR you may share the sponsorship with another member
for the cost of $45. Sponsoring the Sunday morning
worship flowers is a wonderful way to commemorate an
anniversary, celebrate a birthday or remember a loved
one! Contact Sue Ramus: sueramus@comcast.net or
(503) 244-0923.
First Communion Classes: Tuesdays in August
We welcome children of all ages: if you have not already
done so, please let Pastor Beth know if your child will
participate: pastorbeth@stlukechurch.com
8/9 – In-person at St. Luke or Zoom hybrid
(Come if you can!)
8/23 – In-person: Pottery Party!
At Home: “A Place for You”
an activity book by Daniel Erlander
Optional Activity: Bread Baking show and tell via Zoom!
First Communion – September 12, 2021 in Worship

CONNECT
Rejoice Choir
We will continue to include prerecorded choir anthems
(virtual and audio only) from past worship services in our
Sunday morning Facebook worship broadcasts.
Summer Choir
We will present one “live” summer choir anthem in July as
a “Call to Worship” from the large patio next to the front
Narthex entrance. Our anthem for Sunday, July 18 is
entitled: “He is the Everlasting God” by Joseph Martin.
Worshippers may stand outside to listen before entering
the narthex during the prelude to be seated for the service.
St. Luke Marimbas
Under the direction of Jeff Powers, will perform during the
9:30am worship service on Sunday, July 11. The
following Wednesday, July 14, the marimbas will provide
some lively music from 6-7pm outdoors for our 2nd
Midsummer Night gathering at St. Luke.
Handbell Ensembles
We will present 2 or 3 small handbell ensembles pieces in
addition to a handbell tree solo during the summer
months, beginning in July.
The Modern Worship Team
Co-led by Tom Lynham and Jim Steele, the team
continues to offer weekly anthems for our virtual worship
services.
Women of St. Luke
Circles resume in September.
Contact: Marilyn Hudson (503)780-8513
or Dorene Mollenhauer (503) 475-6701

Second Sunday Book Group:
●July and August -- no books, but we might try to get
together outside somewhere for coffee
●September 12: “The Midnight Library” by Matt Haig
●October 10: “Stamped Racism, Antiracism & You”
by Ibram X Kendi and Jason Reynolds
●November 14: “Hamnet” by Maggie O'Farrell
●January 9, 2022 (!!): "Caste” by Isabel Wilkerson

●Contact: Caryl Walker
Committee Team Night
July 6, Tuesday, 6:30pm
Register in advance for this meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0scuqqDIsH9B-2R31xAG_x5EIigjH3xq0
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.
Adult Enrichment July 2021 – Continue to grow in
discipleship throughout the summer!
Men’s Breakfast Bible Study: Tuesdays at 7am
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79584872315?pwd=NDFwV
FpXQ3dNR0U2Tnp4alNRaXRaZz09
Meeting ID: 795 8487 2315
Passcode: 1bTcTb
“Freeing Jesus: Rediscovering Jesus as Friend,
Teacher, Savior, Lord, Way, and Presence” by
Diana Butler Bass. For more information, contact
Michael Ford at mford@lclark.edu or join us on Zoom.
Friday Men’s Breakfast Bible Study
7am (in person) at Miller’s Homestead Restaurant
Join us to study the appointed Bible readings for the
coming Sunday. BYOB (Bring your own Bible). Masks
required for entering and exiting the restaurant.
Contact; Mark Dustan (503) 703-1872.
Women’s Summer Gather Gathering
August 1 at 11am on St. Luke’s upper patio outside
of the narthex! Join us as we officially welcome Pr. Patti,
and as she leads us in our Gather Magazine Bible
Study! Bring your own picnic bag lunch for fellowship
afterwards! This is hosted by the Women of St. Luke
(Women of the ELCA), and all women are welcome.
Community Conversations Around Race:
Saturday, at 10:00am: July 24th
Hosted by Bing Swigart, we discuss various aspects of
living in a racialized world, making a point to practice
listening to minority voices and to one another.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85912685293?pwd=K3NzcT
ZKYUZYdEx6M2xSRmxtbmsvUT09
Meeting ID: 859 1268 5293
Passcode: 983763

SERVE

West Women’s And Children’s Shelter
Needed: new and gently used womens’ clothes in
season, paper products (tissue, paper towels etc.),
disposable gloves, 33+gallon garbage bags, XL twin
sheets. They currently have a reduced number of guests
which is about 35, but usually accommodate 60. Had to
cut back due to COVID, but may be gradually increasing
soon.

Mark your calendars for the week of August 8-14.
There will be ways you can help prepare and set up for
our annual back to school distribution of backpacks filled
with school supplies, coats, shoes, socks, t-shirts and
underwear. Look for next month’s Messenger where we
will post the set-up schedule! DISTRIBUTION DAY is
August 14. We already have many of the volunteer
spots filled but can still use more help. If you are
available go to the SignUpGenius link to sign up to
serve! We are especially in need of Personal Shoppers:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44AAAD2BA2
F8C61-grauer We are also in need of a new
Underwear Lead! If you would like to join the Grauer
Ministry Team and serve in this capacity – please
contact Judy Willis: judy@stlukechurch.com
.

Sarah Circle recently started a “Stock the Pantry” effort
with non-perishables including oils, spices, condiments,
pasta and sauces. etc. that way when I go to buy food
that the cook requests on Mondays, it will be mostly
fresh dairy, meat, vegetables etc. A few people have
contributed cash to help me with those purchases.
~ Thanks, Gerry Foote, 503-706-8736

Backpacks for ages K-12th grade spells Grauer Project!

Special News:
Vaccination assistance! If you would like assistance
signing up for a vaccination appointment, please contact
Chrysia Watson at 503-250-4587. For transportation to
your assigned vaccination site, call Marlynn Rust at 503621-7689 or Cindy Gibbon at 503-880-5502.
Priceless Company Quilters
We would like to help you this spring and summer as
you clean out your closets and storage areas. If you
find cotton fabric in your stash that you no longer need,
please consider donating it to us and we will make
beautiful quilts with it. You will see them on the pews
next October. Thank you so much!
If you have questions, please contact Nancy
Scheele:
dsch2468@msn.com or 503-784-3824

Thank you: RIC Committee

Greetings from your Church Council!

Social Concerns Committee Update

This has been a momentous month at St. Luke.
Sunday, May 23rd we voted decisively (191 in favor,
1 no, and 1 abstained) to become a Reconciled in
Christ (RIC) church.
Congratulations to Kristi
Baack, Tammy Witcosky (chairs of the RIC
Committee) and the entire team for leading us in this
endeavor. It was particularly exciting that Bishop Eaton
was in attendance during our vote! Congratulations to
Pastor Patti who celebrated her first year in ministry with
us on June 1st. We are so blessed to have the
leadership, ministry and preaching of both Pastor Patti
and Pastor Beth!

Reconciling in Christ Vote on May 23, 2021 and initial
annual gift to Reconciling Works through Social
Concerns Committee

During the month of June, your Council discussed the
new CDC Guidelines regarding the re-opening of
church. We continue to proceed cautiously to ensure
the safety of our members, offering both in-person and
live streamed worship. Our congregation continues to
give generously of their time, talent, and finances. A
shout out to Dan Gott and his painting team who gave
our Fellowship Hall and adjacent classrooms a muchneeded color upgrade. To our confirmands who
participated in the Rite of Confirmation on May 30th and
shared their faith statements as devotions. And, to our
congregation who’s healthy giving supports the work of
our church and community. We had a budget surplus of
$949.82 for the month of June.
Our Courageous Conversations of the Heart team
continues to have conversations with St. Luke members
around the topic of healthy giving. As a reminder, many
members have discovered the easiest way to contribute
is electronically. Go to www.stlukechurch.com. At the
bottom left of the homepage, click on "Donate" and
follow the instructions. If you prefer to text a donation,
type ASSIST (for first time users only) in the message
box to 503-741-2246 and follow the prompts. (Credit
card fees apply for text-to-give).
May God’s peace be with you!
Karen Stabeno
Congregational President

In the FAQ section of the Reconciling in Christ
document thoughtfully crafted by the RIC Committee and
presented in advance of the May 23 congregational
meeting, a significant question was posed: "If we vote to
become RIC, how will we affirm that we are
welcoming?" Among much else, the final sentence
reads: "St. Luke will make an annual contribution to
support the national RIC program."
Because we voted overwhelmingly to become an RIC
congregation, we thus agreed to make a contribution to
support Reconciling Works (i.e. the national RIC program).
At the June 1 meeting of the Social Concerns Committee,
members voted unanimously to allocate $1000 to
Reconciling Works as a “partner congregation” for 2021,
communicating this decision to the RIC co-chairs, Tammy
Witcosky and Kristi Baack, and to Council President Karen
Stabeno.
Because this is a mid-year (after annual budget) decision,
it makes sense to initially fund our congregation’s annual
gift through the Social Concerns Committee this year
through remaining discretionary funds that we allocate to
our Advocacy Ministry Outreach. That being said, our
Committee also recommended to Church Council that an
annual gift be considered as a line item in the
congregational budget for 2022 and beyond, as the
decision regarding amount of gift is then made by the entire
congregation. If, in the judgment of the Council, that gift
should be paid from the Social Concerns budget, that is a
Council decision that would be communicated to and
carried out by the SC Committee.
If there's a bottom line, this is not about the amount of the
annual gift or where it “lives” in our congregation’s budget.
Rather, it's about our congregation annually reinforcing the
importance of our partner relationship with Reconciling
Works as well as with other RIC congregations around the
country, and what we can learn from them. It keeps this
important decision "front and center" as we affirm our
welcome in a variety of ways.
God's Peace, Michael Ford, Chair

RIC Celebration!

THANK YOU!
A HUGE thank you to those who gave our
Fellowship Hall and adjacent classrooms a color
facelift:
Dan Gott – Project Lead
Susan and Gary Tremper – Lead assistants
Cindy Gibbon – Scheduling
Helen Wrolstad – Color Palette Coordinator
Painting Crew
Leslie Gott
Earl Cahoe
Lisa and Lee Sickler
Patti and Lee Welch
Beth Brashear
Sarah and Paul Snowden
Dave Ramus
Josiah and Rachel Chan
Cathy Spofford
Chad and Linda Nelson
Gerry Reese

Thank you FAB!

In June, thanks to the support of our St. Luke
congregation, FAB provided care bags to NWPP
clients in lieu of the traditional summer picnic on site at
St. Luke. This year’s bags contained different items and
went to 100 clients in contrast to 60 last year.

Thank you to Gerry Reese and Valerie Thibeau for
securing a PPP grant for St. Luke for just under
$60,000!
Thank you to all who make our in-person worship
services possible: ushers, musicians, Communion setup and cleanup, altar guild, and Communion distributors.

Thank you to our education leaders over the Sunday
School Year! Because of your leadership we were able
to host Sunday morning Zoom classes for the following
ages:
Children’s Ministry, Prek-5th Grade
Middle School Ministries, 6th-8th Grades
SLY (Saint Luke Youth), 9th-12th Grades
Parent Group
Blessings to you this summer, and we look forward to
resuming (hopefully in-person) with Rally Day on Sunday,
September 12! Mark your calendars now!
Join us during the summer for our Midsummer Nights
at St. Luke as we have intergenerational fun for all
ages! (See the enclosed Flyer!)
Shopping on Amazon?
Go to smile.amazon.com/ch/93-0493473 and a portion of
each purchase will be donated to St. Luke! Thanks!
Camp Lutherwood
2021 Summer Registration is OPEN for Family Camp,
Women's Retreat and Youth Programs!
Space is limited for all programs and spots are filling up
fast. The most up to date information about program
dates and costs can be found at
https://www.LutherwoodOregon.org/camp/

IN THE FAMILY
Welcome New Members ~ June 20, 2021!
Tim and Joan Peters
Allie and Matt Stanley; Levi and Ty
Prayers:
Bonnie Brunk, VonDean Mollenhauer and her family,
Ray Enquist (mesothelioma), Margrethe Farnstrom
Scott (nephew of Jane Gott) home with caregivers, Dennis
Williamson (in remission), Louise Nuss’ nephew; Marlene
Roth (cancer); Lisa Lynham (post breast cancer surgery);
Patty Farrell’s mother and family; David Haynes’ mother,
Priscilla; Joanne Haynes; George Branson (knee
replacement surgery); David Osenberg (cancer
treatment); John Jessen; Hal Yackley; Daniel Alrick;
Georgann Dustan; Wendy Metz; Dottie Inman; Dee
Mills; Jeremy Eckhardt and those incarcerated
Prayers for the departed:
Rest in peace Cathy Helgeson, mother of Janet Swan,
Anita Christian, sister of Margrethe Farnstrom; Bea
Severson, Judy Moline and family on the death of their
mother, Betty Moline (wife of a Lutheran Pastor) and
Sonja Fromme on the death of her brother, David
Erickson.

GOD’S PEOPLE PRAYING…...
For prayers in emergency, specific events in your
life (happy or sad) or in any case you feel the need for
others to be praying with you, St. Luke has Prayer
Chains that take phone calls day and night.
The church office or one of our pastors:
503-246-2325
Day calls: (8am ~ 5pm) Rujeanne Anderson
503- 297-2246
Night calls: (after 5pm) Carol Greene
503-245-4189
Calls Are Confidential.

In The Life Of The Community
We hold in prayer...
The Judy Moline and her brother, Mark, as they grieve
the death of Betty Moline on June 7. Betty was a longtime St. Luke member and spouse of a pastor.
Kristi and Mark Severson, Kevin Kindschuh, and their
families as they grieve the death of Bea Severson on
Sunday, June 13. Bea was a long-time member of St. Luke
who helped to build our community physically (supporting
the building of our current building) and interpersonally.
Bea served as a teacher and librarian here at St. Luke and
welcomed many people into the life of the congregation.

We celebrate...
with Nick Herrick and Jeff Rhoades, who were united in
marriage on Saturday, June 26! Congratulations and
blessings in the journey of a shared life together.

Evan Johnson
Eugenia Parker
Shannan Fasold
Erin LeBlanc
Linda Adibonou
Ray Laurence, Jr
Patrice Eldien
Mitchell Haynes
Emily Ause
Cara Mitchell
Marie Pahlmeyer
Kathleen Taylor
Addison Wilson
Sandra Dupuy
Rick Patrick
Nicole Plummer
Jonathan Sandau
Jeri Koontz
Dick McCollom
Joan Snyder
Matthew Flock
Brody Barclay
Evelyn Bowlby
Amy Reinke
John Ferguson
Jonah Schreiber
Wendy Metz
Landon Gantt
Nathan Fritts
Edward Lairson
Christie Kraby
Anders Holmberg
Janet Spalding
Stephanie Schoap
Logan Stephens
Lesley Bertram
Katie Insalaco

7/1
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7/4
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7/11
7/11
7/11
7/11
7/11
7/12
7/12
7/13
7/13
7/13
7/14

Scott Swigart
Ashley DeSanno
Linda Nelson
Lynn Rasmussen
Nikki Nishimura
Steven Kerr
Penny Greb
Allen Ause
Dayna Steringer
Charles Adams
Grace Johnson
Sam Evers
Brittany Eckhardt
Lee Allis
Joan Rolph
George Volker
Matthew Googins
Cindy Christensen
Ray Enquist
Liz Kirchner
James Van Horn
Jane Pahlmeyer
Jackson Erwin
Lucy Weber
Nicole Stephens
David Medford
Kristin Dreyer
Beth Hunter
Rob Skinner
Delores Menicosy
Michael Wiens
Derek Halvorson
Drew Reinke
Anne Koontz
Trevor Swope
Joseph Beattie
Jack Orchard

7/14
7/14
7/15
7/15
7/15
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/17
7/17
7/18
7/18
7/20
7/20
7/21
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7/22
7/24
7/25
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7/26
7/26
7/26
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Worship † Connect 5† Serve

6TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:30am Worship
Facebook Live/In-Person (sign-up)

July 4th Holiday
Campus Closed

10:45-11:15am
Drive-up Communion

6

7

7:00am Men’s Bible Study
10:00am Quilters
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:30pm Worship Planning
6:30pm Committee Night

7:00pm Bells
9:30am ~ 11:30am
Marimbas Rehearsal

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!
11
7TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:30am Worship
Facebook Live/In-Person (sign-up)

12
6:00pm
Stephen’s Ministry

13
7:00am Men’s Bible Study
10:00am Quilters
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:30pm Worship Planning
5:00pm Finance Committee

19

10:45-11:15am
Drive-up Communion

9TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:30am Worship – New Members
Facebook Live/In-Person (sign-up)
10:45-11:15am
Drive-up Communion

1

20

21
4:00pm Prayer Pause

7:00am Men’s Bible Study
8:00am Women’s Bible Study
5:00pm
10:00am Quilters
Personnel Committee
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:30pm Worship Planning
6:30pm Council Mtg
7:00pm Grauer Meeting

8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:30am Worship
Facebook Live/In-Person (sign-up)

25

10:30 FAB Meeting
6:00pm
Midsummer Night:
Kona Kick-Off
Scavenger Hunt!

1 10:45-11:15am
Drive-up Communion
18

14
10:00am – 2:00pm
BCB Band Practice

26

27
7:00am Men’s Bible Study
10:00am Quilters
11:00am Staff Meeting
2:30pm Worship Planning

28
4:00pm Prayer Pause
6:00pm
Midsummer Night: HipHop SoulStation Troupe
Movie & Popcorn

15

16

17

23

24

4:00pm
Understanding Racism
Book Group
7:00pm Bells
NEWSLETTER
ARTICLES DUE
22

10:00am
Community
Conversation Around
Race

7:00pm Bells

2:00-3:30pm
Community Table
Food Box Distribution

29

30

